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Veteran hopes �lm will promote understanding

Dave Nicoll · 15:46, Apr 26 2015

A Riverton war veteran is hoping to change how soldiers are perceived.

At the Riverton Remembrance service on Anzac Day returned serviceman Dave Asher,
a veteran of the Vietnam War, gave a confronting speech.

Asher in his address to the audience said too often soldiers were criticised by the
media, politicians and public when they should be honoured for their sacri�ce.

"The treatment of soldiers returning from the Vietnam War was shameful and a
disgrace."

The soldiers were doing the job that the government had asked them to do, he said.

Recently in the media a prominent sports player had called for New Zealand to
apologise Turkey for the invasion, he said.

The sports player was obviously not aware of how many Armenians the Turkish had
killed, he said.

"The Turkish slaughter of the Armenian people was the �rst holocaust of last century"
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Asher also spoke of comments made by a journalist about a New Zealand soldier who
was killed in Afghanistan.

In 2012 documentary producer Barbara Sumner Burstyn accused Lance Corporal
Jacinda Baker of killing innocent people in comments she posted online.

Baker was killed by an improvised explosive device (IED) while on tour in Afghanistan,
he said.

Asher's speech resonated with many veterans at the service.

Speaking after the service, Asher said his Riverton-based �lm company, South Coast
Productions, was making a �lm about the life of New Zealand soldiers in Afghanistan.

The production company was asked to make the �lm by Southland Afghanistan
veteran corporal Aaron Horrell, who took a camera on his tour in 2012 to �lm the
experience.

"We gave him a camera and he �lmed the tour."

Asher and Horrell now had permission from the army to �nally �nish the �lm, he said.

There's a lot of negative things that came out of the media about the tour in
Afghanistan, he said

"Five of the soldiers were killed on the tour and several were wounded."

They just carried out the job they've been asked to do, he said.

"They're asked to do a certain task by the government and they've got to do it."

"That's what I'm getting at when we don't really honour those young people cause when
you talk to them, and interview them they're amazing."

He wanted to take the �lm to audiences and introduce the service people to the public,
he said.

"It's telling a story of New Zealand soldiers have done in Afghanistan, standing
alongside and helping the Afghan people."
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